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RESOLUTION

WHEREAS, Oysters and other shellfish are a treasured treat for millions of Americans in every state; and

WHEREBAS, The American consumer has always enjoyed a fundamental ehaice berween products of all types;
© and

WHER.EA§ Personal responsibility and ¢are for one's own health a2nd well-being are cormmenly agreed upon
tenets of American life; and

WHEREAS. Important emerging technologies are now making it possible for consumers of oysters and other
shellfish products to choose between tradirional rew shellfish products and “treated” or
pasteurized shellfish products in a competitive free marker environment. and

WHEREAS, Itis widely aceepted by all parties invelved that "ireated” oysters will both fundamenptally change
i the condition nf raw shellfish, and that such treamment raises the wholesale price of ovsters from
the current price of approximately eight caats apiece by another six 1o eight cents apiece, and

WHEREAS. It is reasonable to expect in a free market economy that these higher prices will then be passed
| along to the consurmer. resulting in lower demand for oysters, and

WHEREAS, America's shellfish industry 1s heavily populated by smal] self-erpployed harvestars and
leageholders already operating on limited incomes. and

WHEREAS, " Lower consumer demand could further threaten the small shellfish industry and the livelihoods
of thousands of area residents and families who are dependent on oyster harvesting and
processing for their own well-being, and

WHEREAS, The U.S. Food 2nd Drug Administration has been asked to consider new rules which would force
‘ costly and unnecsszary post-harvest treatment of ovsters, placing product from our area at a
severe competitive disadvantage on the open market against product from other regions which
will nex be required to be wasted in the same eXpensive manner, and

WHEREAS,  America's oyster and shelltish jndustry has worked cooperatively and with grear success 1o
educste consumers with centajn health conditions and risks which may be zaffected by certain
types of shellfish, and

WHEREAS, These education cfforts have been highly succesafu! in reducing health impacts when they have
bezn allowed to fully flourish, and

Now. therefore, BE IT RESOLVED, that a copy of this resolution be forwarded to the 1.8, Food and Drug
‘ Administration, our Congressional delegation, the Governor and other state elected officials, and

BEIT FURTHE.R RESOLVED that the Louisiana Restaurant Association does hareby encourage the U.S. Food
and Drug Adranjstration to reject these costly and unnecessary rules and regulations in faver of
continuing its succesetul work with Amarica's shelMish industry toward greater consumer
sducation and awareness, and toward the condnuation of a sompetitive rparket economy system
which has served Arnerica's consumners well sinee the founding of our panien.

April 23, 1999 A Funk, Executive Vice-President
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